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During the German-French war, Paris was completely surrounded by German troops from
September /9, /870, to January 28, /87/. No communication existed with the outside world for either
people or merchandise. A group of pioneers got the idea of making connections with the outside world
by use of balloons.

Sixty-six "Ballons-Montes" departed from Paris between September 23, /870 and the end of the
siege. They transported letters written or printed on extremely thin paper; the letters had private or
official content. The balloons also
carried newspapers destined for
inhabitants of France outside the
besieged city of Paris as well as in
foreign countries. A few balloons never
reached their destination beyond enemy
lines because they were shot down or
because of an accident. In most balloons
three to 30 carrier pigeons intended to
return mail to Paris were transported
beyond the lines of the occupier.

This brings us to the much more

of correspondence into occupied Paris.
For carrier pigeon mail (so called
"Pigeongramms") a total of 363 pigeons
were put into action; of these only 57
reached Paris. For many, the icy winter
weather meant certain death. The
messages transported by pigeons were
reduced in size by microphotography and
at the arrival location were enlarged by
projection onto a screen.

A fantastic idea — which however
proved to be completely inefficient — was
the mail transport to Paris by means of
"Boules de Moulins". In Paris balls of
zinc were fabricated about the size of a
human head. These were transported
behind enemy lines by the balloon
"Denis-Papin". (Continued on page 15)

Mail Transportation during the Siege of Paris at
the Time of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71

by Rolf Rölli, translated by Ernest L.Bergman

Fig.1. This "Boules" letter realized 54,000 Swiss Francs including
surcharge. Intriguing detail: The color of the blue Swiss stamp (upper
left, # 31) was obviously less water resistant than the French stamps.

Fig. 2. The scarce BRUNER letter realized 28,000 Swiss Francs
including surcharge at the Rölli auction.
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From the President's
Album

by Harlan F. Stone

The final vote on our new bylaws was 200
in favor and 2 opposed. In anticipation of fur-
ther requirements when we apply to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service for tax-free status as a non-
profit educational organization, Vice President
Bruce Marsden has prepared an AHPS conflict-
of-interest policy to protect our society from any
transaction that might benefit individual offi-
cers.

Bruce has also mounted the AHPS slide
program "Switzerland: A Panorama of Its Postal
History and Stamps" on YouTube. We aren't
sure how long it will remain posted there, but
try www.youtube.com and search for ahps1291.
There are six parts, because no one posting can
be longer than ten minutes.

Based on the positive reaction to the
trial use of color in the January Tell, your Board
of Trustees has authorized Editor George Stru-
ble to add color to upcoming 2008 issues when
he believes it will add to the value of individual
articles. A financial analysis by Treasurer
Harry Winter shows we can afford the estimated
$300 additional cost per issue.

Mike Peter, our central region trustee,
has accepted an appointment as our AHPS rep-
resentative to the Union of Swiss Philatelic So-
cieties, succeeding the late Ralph Soderberg.
Each year Mike will forward our payments for
individual memberships in the union for those
AHPS members who want to receive its monthly
journal Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung . He will
also receive for us the union's annual subsidy to
AHPS in support of our programs.

A new three-member committee will con-
duct a stamp caption contest in Tell, asking you
readers to submit humorous or clever philateli-
cally-related captions for Swiss stamps it selects.
Auction Manager Gordon Trotter, who recently
won a similar contest in Linn's Stamp News , will
serve as the initial committee chairman. Help-
ing him select the stamps and pick the winning
captions will be Ernie Bergman and John Bar-
rett. See the detailed article in this issue.

Not so many years ago (so it seems)
AHPS could boast 500 members. A steady de-

cline has depressed our rolls to less than 300.
We are planning to conduct a membership drive,
using APS mailing labels for all its members
who have registered an interest in Switzerland.
An AHPS letter will go to some 300 collectors to
make sure they are aware of the excellent ser-
vices we offer for only $23 a year for U.S. mem-
bers and to ask them to join.

A comprehensive membership survey by
the American Philatelic Society late last year
has inspired us to take this approach. That sur-
vey determined that up to 75 per cent of re-
sponding collectors were unaware of many APS
services, thought there were insufficient benefits
to justify the APS dues, and had not joined be-
cause they had never received an APS invita-
tion.

New Bylaws Adopted
Of the 202 ballots sent out, 202 were re-

turned. Of these, 200 voted YES and two voted
NO. So the new AHPS bylaws are adopted. Our
thanks to all those who worked on this project,
especially Bruce Marsden!

Rock in Rochester!
ROPEX, on May 16 to 18, will be AHPS's

primary gathering in 2008. If you hadn't
thought about going, do! We will have a good
time, nurture, renew our friendship with other
collectors of Swiss stamps, maybe acquire some
goodies for our collections, and maybe even learn
something!

The show, hosted by the Rochester Phila-
telic Association, will be at the ESL Sports Cen-
ter, on the campus of Monroe Community
College. For drivers, this is in the suburb of
Henrietta, south of Rochester, north of I-90 and
just off I-390. There is free parking. The show
venue will actually be the ice rink(!), but the ice
will be gone and the hall heated or cooled as
necessary. The facility includes meeting rooms,
free Internet access, restaurant and snack bar.
You may get much information from the ROPEX
website at www.rpastamps.org, or phone Tom
Fortunato (585) 225-6822 evenings and week-
ends.

For those of us who come by air, Roches-
ter is served by American Airlines, Delta,
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United, USAir, Northwest, Jet Blue, Air Tran,
and a few other airlines. Amtrak can also take
you to Rochester.

The official hotel is the Best Western
Marketplace Inn, 940 Jefferson Road, about a
mile from the show. The hotel offers a free hot
breakfast, free local phone calls, free in-room
Internet access, free parking, and free shuttle to
and from the airport. ROPEX is trying to ar-
range for shuttle service between the hotel and
the show, but David Durham says that his car
will be available for transportation through the
weekend. The special show price is $99 per
night; plus 15% tax. Phone the hotel directly at
585-427-2700 for reservations; ask for the
"stamp show rate" under group reservation
number 1233. There are (continued on page 16)

AmeriStamP Expo 2008
Charlotte, NC
January 11-13, 2008

by Richard T. Hall
The AHPS did quite well at the Charlotte

show, netting four gold medals and one vermeil
and a second place in the team single-frame
competition. One particularly interesting aspect
of the show was the large number of display ex-
hibits which really attracted the non-philatelists
interest. For example, my long-suffering wife
really enjoyed a display exhibit entitled
"Christmas Dinner at the Portland Hotel, Port-
land, Oregon 1914" by Elizabeth Hisey. The ex-
hibit went down each item on the menu and
illustrated it with corner cards, postcards, and
other ephemera.

The Multiframe Grand award went to an
incredible display exhibit entitled "All Aboard!
The Development, Organization and Operations
of the Argentine Railroad System: 1857-1949" by
Paul B. Goodwin.

The Single Frame Grand award went to
Les Molnar for his exhibit "The Two-Shilling
Woodblocks of Victoria". There were three Re-
serve Single Frame Grands also awarded: to
Timothy Bartshe for "Registration Marcophily of
the South African Republic (Transvaal) 1881-
1900", to Vesma Grinfleds for "Latvia: The Ris-
ing Sun Stamp of 1919", and to Patricia Stilwell-
Walker for "The Dublin Bishop Mark: 1670-
1795".

Harlan Stone received a gold and the
AHPS Society award for his single-frame exhibit
"Switzerland to United States by Four Routes".
George Struble received a gold and the Ameri-
can Air Mail Society gold medal for his single-
frame exhibit "The Swiss 1913 Flugspende
Flights". Donn Lueck received a gold medal for
his single-frame exhibit "Revenue Stamps of
Graubunden". I received a gold medal for my
single-frame exhibit "The 1939 Swiss Landi".
Bruce Marsden received a vermeil for his single-
frame exhibit ^Campione D'Italia, A Geographic
Anomaly^.

As I mentioned above the American Hel-
vetia team (the five singe-frame exhibits just
mentioned) came in second to The Untotally
Called For team. There were eight teams en-
tered. The winning team beat us out by seven
points, but considering that their team included
one of the Reserve Grand award winners, I think
we did quite well.

Harlan Stone also won two prix d'hon-
neurs (gold medals) for his entries in the single-

4 TELL March 2008



Dr. Soderberg at the award
ceremony at NABA Baden in
2006

frame Champion of Champions competition:
Swiss Hotel Posts and Swiss Postal Involvement
in the 1870-71 Franco-Prussian War.

Attendance at the show seemed quite
good, especially on Saturday but I overheard the
dealers saying Friday was their best day for
sales. Great show, great town.

In Memoriam: Dr.
Ralph Soderberg

Dr. Ralph Soderberg died December 17,
2007. Highly regarded for his exhibits of the
Cross and Numerals, Sitting Helvetia and
Standing Helvetia. In addition, he was an expert
on the IKW issues of 1918, where he was able to
plate the first issue of the thin overprint. This
development assisted collectors in determination
of the forgeries of this issue.

Swiss Philately and I have
something in common. We both lost
a friend.

I was never shy when it came
to seeking out Swiss philatelists
that possessed the knowledge that I
yearned to have. I had seen Ralph's
exhibits and finally met him at one
of our annual Swiss Conventions. I
introduced myself and a friendship
was born. Business took me to De-
troit several times a year and I al-
ways found time to visit Ralph in his
home where we discussed Swiss
stamps. He showed me his collec-
tions and taught me the details of what we were
looking at. My visits usually included lunch at
the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club where he was a
proud and well known member. Their Cream of
Crab Soup was one of the best I have ever had.
Our discussions at the club took us away from
our philatelic interests as we attempted to solve
the world's problems. Needless to say, I was the
great benefactor of our relationship.

Ralph possessed a medical degree from
Stanford University, specializing in internal
medicine. He had a solo practice in Grosse
Pointe, Michigan. He had eight children and ten
+ grandchildren.

His stamp collecting began at the age of
six, when his father brought home stamps and

covers for him from his import/export business.
His interests initially channeled into the British
Commonwealth from 1935. With the political
and philatelic decline of the commonwealth, his
interest increased for Western Europe. He en-
joyed Swiss stamps and his interest increased
with visits to one of his daughters, who was at-
tending high school in Gstaad.

In July 1976 most of Ralph's better mate-
rial from over 40 years of collecting was de-
stroyed while in a bank safe deposit box (flood
damage). After many years of litigation he was
finally reimbursed for his losses.

After losing his collections, he limited his
collecting to Switzerland; the settlement helped
form his present collections.

Ralph was a charter member of the
AHPS since 1975. He was my predecessor as
Central Regional Director of the AHPS and our

Representative to the VSPV. His
Swiss interests evolved into the
1862-1907 issues, namely the Cross
and Numerals, the Sitting Helve-
tias, and the Standing Helvetia. He
also became one of the few experts
in the IKW issues of 1918.

In 1980 two friends, the late
Felix Ganz and Georg Valko, vice
president of the VSPV, visited his
home and viewed his standing Hel-
vetias in numerous stock books.
With their encouragement, he
showed his Standing Helvetias at
the AHPS convention at Chicagopex
in 1982 and received a gold medal.
(Not too many of us can claim a gold

on their first exhibit.) A new exhibitor was
hooked. Ralph went on to win numerous Na-
tional Grand Awards and eight Helvetia Grand
awards with his three main exhibits — Cross and
Numerals, Sitting Helvetia, and Standing Hel-
vetia. His Sitting Helvetia won the Interna-
tional Gold at Polska 93. He particularly
enjoyed exhibiting in Switzerland. He first
showed at 1983 Regiophil in Chur. He exhibited
at most NABAs starting at NABA-ZURI 1984.
He won numerous gold medals in Switzerland.
Most recently, he won a Gold in NABA-Baden
2006 with his IKWs. He was my teammate in
the Swiss Champion Team competition that suc-
cessfully culminated with our American Helvetia
team bringing home the top prize. Despite mul-
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tiple medical problems, he made the trips to
Switzerland as part of this competition in 2005
(Horgen) and 2006 (Baden). He was a true
champion.

His experience in Switzerland convinced
him that the AHPS should be a member of the
VSPV. With the blessings of our board at that
time, he applied for and received membership
into the VSPV as Society #90, the first foreign
society to be accepted!

During a visit to Detroit, subsequent to
our Victory at NABA Baden, Ralph approached
me about writing a book on the IKW issues of
1918. His eyesight was failing due to a minor
stroke. He did not like to write, but he had
knowledge that he wanted to share with others.
I accepted his offer and we were in the process of
putting the book together. Needless to say, the
book will be completed sometime this year as a
legacy to a great Swiss philatelist. I am forever
richer for having Ralph as a friend. God bless
you, my friend, and may everlasting peace be
yours.

Mike Peter

Triple-Print on the 2002
Wertz eichendruckerei
Sheetlet

by Richard T. Hall
AHPS Member Pierre Guinand reported

in the December 2007 BBZ the occurrence of a
triple impression of the black plate of the
sheetlet commemorating the 72 years of the
Wertzeichendruckerei (Zumstein 1067). The

triple impression occurs on the two left-most
stamps of the sheetlet of eight, stamps 1 and 5.
I find the tripling very difficult to perceive but
the doubling is quite evident. The multiple im-
pressions are just to the right of the "70" figure
of value in the faint black vertical lines. With a
high-powered glass (10x) you should be able to
see them.

Reference:
Pierre Guinand, "Sensationell, die letzte
Doppelpragung ist eine Dreifache!", BBZ, Vol.
99, No. 12, 2007, p. 127.

AHPS Auction 140
Prices realized
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American Helvetia Philatelic Society
Treasurer's Report for 2007

December 1, 2006 - November 30, 2007

Presented herewith is my accounting for the 2007 fiscal year, compared with 2006. Note that we show a positive
cash flow again this year, though less than last. Note increases in expenses in this past year: the secretarial
expenses included the one-time printing and distribution of the new bylaws, and the new corporate & legal
catergory is expenses incurred in incorporating, and this coming year will show additional expenses in this
category for tax-exempt status application. TELL expenses have risen somewhat with inclusion of some pages
in color, but should still remain below the level when we had full-serrvice printing, assembly and distribution.
Clearly, our society remains in excellent shape to continue supporting publication of valuable monographs on
Swiss philately, as well as the improvements in TELL being implemented.

March 2008

Respectfully submitted,
Harry C. Winter, Treasurer
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Figure 1. May 31, 1938 special flights from Chur

Does Anyone Know the Answer?
by Richard T. Hall

On May 31, 1938, 154
flights cris-crossed Switzerland to
raise funds for the Pro Aero
Foundation. The flights origi-
nated in one of 13 different cities
across Switzerland and termi-
nated in one of the remaining 12
cities. The reason there were only
154 flights rather than the
mathematical number of combi-
nations,156, is that two of the cit-
ies - La Chaux-de-Fonds and Le
Locle -- shared the same airport.
Figure 1 shows just the flights
from Chur in Canton
Graubunden. You can imagine
how complicated this figure
would be if the other 142 flights
were shown!

The mail carried on these
flights had to bear the 75c Pro Aero
stamp (Zumstein F26, Scott C26) and
was cancelled with a special Pro Aero
cancel. Figure 2 shows one such
cover carried on the Geneve to Basel
flight. Note that this cover is ad-
dressed to our own Eddie Buser Jr.,
late Life Member #2 of the AHPS.

The Swiss Airmail Catalog
gives the total number of covers car-
ried from each city but no breakdown
of the number carried on each of the
12 flights from that city. The numbers
vary from 20,690 covers flown from

Figure 2. May 31, 1938 special flight cover Geneva to Basel Zurich to 2,821 flown from Le Locle.
Obviously covers flown from Le Locle are scarcer than those from Zurich. But is a cover  from Le Locle to
Zurich scarcer than a cover from Zurich to Le Locle?

In an attempt to answer this question, I wrote to Roland Kohl, the acknowledged expert on Swiss
aerophilately. Roland, who has retired to Thailand, wrote the following reply:

I cannot help you with the Pro Aero flights of 1938. I sold all my collections when I
gave up my (rented) apartment in Zurich last year, and I could not take anything of
my old correspondence with me when I moved here. I remember that somebody had
asked me the same question -- long ago. I think it was a collector in the UK, but I do
not recall his name. Maybe a question to the members printed in  Tell (or in the British
publication) would help?

(Continued on page 15)
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Let's start with an answer to a previous question. Last issue
I asked about the postcards issued by the Union Philatelique de
Geneve with cartoon drawn by Rodolphe Toepffer. Member Jean-
Paul Jaccard wrote that there were only two versions of the post-
card produced, as I showed in my column. He also kindly sent a
scan of a maximum card with a portrait of Toepffer (Figure 1).
Merci, Jean-Paul.

Member George Smith wrote with a question about "Speci-
men" overprinted stamps, specifically those of the League of Na-
tions and the International Labor Bureau. As the Swiss "expert" at
his local stamp club, a friend asked him about these stamps and
their value relative to the unoverprinted versions. According to the
Zumstein Spezialkatalog, the Specimen stamps were distributed
through the UPU to member countries. The catalog does list values
of the overprinted stamps. The two stamps George asked about in
particular were the 3Fr Mythen values of the League of Nations (D
III 56) and of the International Labor Bureau (D IV 48). The cur-
rent catalog values of the mint unoverprinted stamps are Fr 1750
and Fr 1800, respectively. With the Specimen overprint their cata-
log values plummet to Fr 300 for either, which still isn't chicken-  Fig. 1. Toepffer maxi-card

feed! Would any of our dealer members have anything to add to this?

In doing some research for my exhibit on the 1939 Landesausstellung, I
came across an interesting fact. If you read closely in the Zumstein Spe-
zialkatalog at the entry for the second Landesausstellung issue (Zumstein
228-239), the crossbow and flowering branch issue, there is a comment about
the period of sale of the issue. It says that originally these stamps would only
be available at the four post offices on the grounds of the exposition but that
they were later put on sale at all post offices in Switzerland. The comment
refers to the P.T.T. Amtsblatt Nr. 217/1939. To remind you, the dates of sale
of the issue were from May 6, 1939, to October 29, 1939, the day the exposition
closed. I was curious about just when the stamps went on sale outside the ex-
position grounds. I obtained a copy of the referenced Amtsblatt, which is
dated October 9, 1939. It says that because of the mobilization of the Swiss
army on September 2 and the difficulties some were having in getting to the

Fig. 2. One of the Landi exposition to buy the stamps that it was decided to put them on general sale, I
handstamps

 assume as of the date of the Amtsblatt. That means they were only on general
sale for 20 days. It also means that these stamps not postmarked at one of the exposition post office
prior to October 9 had to have been purchased at the exposition and taken home for use later or the
sender forgot to mail the card at the exposition.
Figures 2 and 3 show the two types of cancels
used at the exposition. Figure 2 is the hand-
stamp version of which there are four variations
for the four post offices at the exposition — Dor-
fli, Pavillon, Eingang Enge, and Automobil-
Postbureau. Figure 3 is the machine cancel ap-
plied at the PTT Pavillon. You might want to
check your copies to see if you have an example
cancelled prior to October 9 at an off-site post Fig. 3. Landi machine cancellation

office.
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Two new K-cancels will be put into service on
March 3, 2008. Both of these replace special anniver-
sary cancels that were used in 2007. The first (Figure
4), from 5080 Laufenburg (canton Aargau), K 24d, re-
places the Sondercancel I described in my July 2007
column. The second (Figure 5), from R^ti (canton
Zurich), K 1628, replaces the Sondercancel I described
in my November 2006 column.

Alternative locations for first day cancels of the
new stamps being issued on March 4, 2008, are given 	Fig. 4. Laufenburg K 24d Fig. 5. Rüti K 1628 cancel

cancel
in the February PhilaNews. Here they are:

The 300th Birthday of Albrecht von Haller: K-cancel 1139 of Roche in canton Vaud — von Haller
was the director of the salt mines there between 1758 and 1764.

The Swiss Scenery triptich, 50 th Anniversary of the Foundation for the Horse: K-cancel 742b of
Saignelegier in canton Jura — The headquarters of the Foundation is in Les Breuleux.

The Little Polar Bear: K-cancel 1376 of Veysonnaz in canton Valais — the cancel shows a bear.

International Year of the Potato: K-cancel 1224 of Kerzers in canton Fribourg — The Seeland,
the region around Kerzers, is the truck garden of Switzerland.

European Football (Soccer) Championships: K-cancel 1152 of Basel 1 — Basel hosts the opening
football festival.

Adult Football (Soccer): any cancel from Bern — Bern is the home of the Swiss Football Union.

100th Anniversary of Ice Hockey: any cancel from Montreux in canton Vaud — Montreux was
the site of the founding of the Swiss Ice Hockey Union.

The four Music stamps: K-cancel 775 of Gunzwil in canton Luzern — the cancel shows musi-
cians on horseback.

Let me finish this column with an extensive list of post offices closings and changes.

1. On April 20, 2005, ("belated announcement"!) the post office at 5453 Remetschwil (canton Aar-
gau) was closed [assumed by 5452 Oberrohrdorf]

2. On August 31, 2005, (another "belated announcement") the post office at 6825 Capolago (can-
ton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6826 Riva S. Vitale] [K-cancel 618 was last used on that
date]

3. On December 4, 2007, the post office at 8425 Oberembrach (canton Zurich) was closed [as-
sumed by 8424 Embrach] [K-cancel 1148 was last used on that date]

4. On December 7, 2007, the post office at 6571 Indemini (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by
6574 Vira Gambarogno]

5. On December 15, 2007, the post office at 1918 Loa Tzoumaz (canton Valais) was closed [as-
sumed by 1908 Riddes]

6. On December 28, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

1148 Mont-la-Ville (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1148 L'Isle]
8495 Schmidruti (canton Zurich) [assumed by 8492 Wila]

7. On December 29, 2007, the post office at 8023 Zurich 23 Hauptbahnhof (canton Zurich) was
closed [assumed by Briefzustellregion 8016 Zurich 16]

8. On December 31, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

7442 Clugin (canton Graubunden) [assumed by 7440 Andeer]
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7533 Fuldera (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7536 Sta. Maria Val Müstair]
4955 Gondiswil (canton Bern) [assumed by 4917 Mechnau]
9054 Haslen (canton Appenzell Innerrhoden) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 9050 Ap-

penzell] [K-cancel 1155 was last used on that date]
3274 Hermrigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 2562 Port]
3631 Höfen bei Thun (canton Bern) [assumed by 3633 Amsoldingen]
7433 Lohn (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7432 Zillis]
7056 Molinis (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7028 St. Peter]
3173 Oberwangen bei Bern (canton Bern) [assumed by 3172 Niederwangen bei Bern]
7443 Pignia (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7440 Andeer]
7111 Pitasch (canton Graubünden) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 7130 Ilanz]
3082 Schlosswil (canton Bern) [assumed by Briefzustellregion 3076 Worb] [K-cancel 1272 was

last used on that date]
7459 Stierva (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7450 Tiefencastel]
4634 Wisen (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4632 Trimbach]

9. On December 31, 2007, the following post offices had name or  PLZ changes. The new name
was effective on January 3, 2008:

8352 Räterschen (canton Zürich) became 8352 Elsau
8544 Rickenbach-Attikon (canton Zürich) became 8545 Rickenbach  ZH
8590 Romanshorn 1 (canton Thurgau) became 8590 Romanshorn

10. On January 12, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

5315 Böttstein (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5314 Kleindöttingen] [K-cancel 1072 was last used
on that date]

3418 Rüegsbach (canton Bern) [assumed by 3415 Hasle-Rüegsau] [K-cancel 1237 was last used
on that date]

7106 Tenna (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7106 Tenna (?)]

11. On January 19, 2008, the post office at 5014 Gretzenbach (canton Solothurn) was closed [as-
sumed by Briefzustellregion 5012 Schönenwerd]

12. On January 25, 2008, the post office at 3943 Eischoll (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by
3935 Bürchen] [K-cancel 862a was last used on that date]

13. On January 31, 2008, the following post offices were closed:

4413 Büren (canton Solothurn) [assumed by 4419 Lupsingen] [K-cancel 1428 was last used on
that date]

6722 Corzoneso (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6716 Acquarossa] [K-cancel 1006a was last used on
that date]

14. On February 9, 2008, the post office at 1706 Fribourg 6 Jura (canton Fribourg) was closed [as-
sumed by 1700 Fribourg]

15. On February 22, 2008, the post office at 4422 Arisdorf (canton  Basel-Land) was closed [as-
sumed by Briefzustellregion 4410 Liestal]

16. On February 29, 2008, the post office at
6000 Luzern 16 Kantonsspital (canton
Luzern) was closed [assumed by Briefzus-
tellregion 6000 Luzern]

17. 	 On March 1, 2008, the post office at 4493
Wenslingen (canton Basel-Land) was closed
[assumed by 4460 Gelterkinden]

Whew!! That's quite a list.
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AHPS Auction 141
Once again we have a wide variety of stamps and covers to choose from, including separate sec-

tions of airmail and soldier stamps.

Please note also the special section of literature at the end of the list. These books are classics
of Swiss philatelic literature, all hard cover and in excellent condition. The books are offered without
reserve; however, active bidding is anticipated, so please bid accordingly.

As always, you are encouraged to bid early, high and often — and have fun!

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc ) as ap-
propriate. Values are from the 2006 Zumstein unless otherwise noted. Some airmail lots are cata-
loged and priced by the Luftpost Handbuch (LH); prices are from the 2000 edition. Catalog value is
converted to dollars at the rate SFr. / = US$ 0.90. All lots are illustrated on the internet via the
AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org .

Closing date for bids in this auction is March 26, 2008. Please send bids to auction manager
Gordon Trotter by one of the following means; E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps.org.  Mail: /0626 Fable
Row, Columbia, MD 2/044. E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged. The deadline for
submitting lots for auction /42 is May /5, 2008. 
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Mail Transportation during the Siege of Paris at
the Time of the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71

(Continued from page 1) As a kind of a mini submarine they were supposed to roll on the bottom of
the river Seine to Paris, starting at the village "Moulin-sur-Allier, located on that river. In order to
catch the balls, a net was stretched across the river [giving new meaning to the river Seine! — Ed.].
The first "Boules" however, reached Paris only after the armistice. About 50 "Boules" never reached
the goal and were found up to decades later. An additional 20-25 "Boules" are still missing. Of only
two known letters from Switzerland transported by "Boules," one having mixed Swiss/French postage
was auctioned off at R^lli Auction 47 (February 2007). See Figure 1.

Furthermore, so-called `BRUNER" letters, a specialty largely unknown, also date from this pe-
riod. After the war the victorious Germans decided on a mail blockade of Paris. This was often se-
cretly penetrated by private couriers. On April 26, 1871, it was finally arranged that couriers could
openly transport letters for a fee between St. Denis and Paris. The BRUNER agency transported such
letters, for which 10 cents had to be paid in France.
Only one such BRUNER letter from Switzerland
(mixed Swiss/French postage) is known to exist.
This too was sold at R^lli Auction 47 (Figure 2).

Does Anyone Know the
Answer?

(Continued from page 8) So can anyone out
there answer my question with the numbers of cov-
ers flown on each of the 154 flights? If you can, I will
publish your answer in a subsequent issue of TELL to
preserve the information for posterity with an ap-
propriate acknowledgment. If you can help, please
reply to the address given in TELL. And if the Editor
of the Helvetia Society Bulletin would pick this up and
republish it there, I would be most grateful. Thanks.
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Caption Contest
Here's a

new feature that
should put a lit-
tle "phun" in our
philately. In
this contest, in-
spired by the
regular feature
run by John
Hotchner in
Linn's Stamp
News, you are invited to create a caption for a
Swiss stamp illustrated nearby. Your entries
should be humorous, as well as printable in a
family publication such as Tell. You may enter
as often as you wish. The prize for the winning
entry is a five dollar certificate to be applied to
your annual dues. For this issue's stamp, Zum-
stein #1112, imagine what Titeuf or Nadia, or
both, might be saying in this cartoon stamp glo-
rifying spring. Entries will be judged by a jury
composed of funny guys Ernie Bergman, John
Barrett and Gordon Trotter. Send your entries
to Gordon by email at trotters2@verizon.net or
by post to 10626 Fable Row, Columbia, MD
21044. Entries must be received no later than
March 21.

Rock in Rochester!
(continued from page 4) special rooms for the
physically challenged. Make your reservations
NOW; the Rochester Lilac Festival and gradua-
tion at Rochester Institute of Technology are
also that weekend, and hotel rooms will be in
great demand. The hotel has reserved 20 rooms
for ROPEX, apparently the largest number they
are willing to hold. A number of us have already
made our reservations, and we think they set
aside more rooms as we eat into those 20, but
there will be a limit. You can see details online
at http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern
/product Info. do?propertyCode=33132.

If you're coming, please tell David Dur-
ham: Dedur@aol.com, or 149 Ontario St., Hone-
oye Falls, NY 14472, or (585) 624-5575.

As many as 250 frames are available for
competitive exhibits. Single frames cost $20
each, with multi-frame exhibits costing $10 per
frame. Up to 80 frames were reserved for
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AHPS, but they have now been opened to all
comers. An online entry form is on the ROPEX
web site www.rpastamps.org or may be mailed
to you on request to ROPEX Exhibits, 28 Am-
berwood Place, Rochester, NY 14626-4166. As
this issue of TELL went to press, 114 frames
have been accepted, including 52 frames of
Swiss exhibits. So as of this writing, there is
still space for your exhibit, but act quickly!

The ROPEX schedule is similar to many
other shows. Admission is free. The show is
open 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Friday, 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Saturday, and 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. Sunday, at which time there is an exhibi-
tors' reception. The awards banquet is a buffet
at the ESL restaurant Saturday evening; cash
bar and seating 6:00 to 6:30, dinner at 6:30.
Tickets are $30 each, and must be purchased in
advance; Make checks payable to ROPEX and
send it to: ROPEX Banquet, Ray Stone, 228
Giles Ave, Rochester, NY 14609. Of course there
will be many other events during the show.

AHPS activities will include

• Show-and-tell Friday 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

• Dinner Friday evening at Phillips European
Restaurant; make your reservations with
David Durham (see contact details above)

• Board meeting Saturday over breakfast at
the hotel

• Business meeting Saturday 10:00 a.m.

• Swap meet Sunday morning

There will be special cacheted covers, in-
cluding one expressly for us; see the image be-
low.

The other participating society will be

Scouts on Stamps Society International.

Rochester is an interesting city, with a
considerable history and scenic attractions; you
may learn more at www.visitrochester.com .
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